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Honolulu, Hawaii 
FEB 1 9 2016 

RE: S.B. No. 2659 
S.D. 1 

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi 
President of the Senate 
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2016 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committee on Water, Land, and Agriculture, to which was 
referred S.B. No. 2659 entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING T6 INDUSTRIAL HEMP, " 

begs leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to establish an 
industrial hemp pilot program to allow the cultivation of 
industrial hemp and distribution of its seed in Hawaii through 
limited activities by the Board of Agriculture for purposes of 
agricultural or academic research. 

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Department of Agriculture; University of Hawai'i System; 
Maui Farmers Union United; Kihei Community Association; Laakea 
Community LLC; The Drug Policy Forum of Hawai'i; Hawaii Advocates 
for Consumer Rights; Life of the Land; The Haiku Aina Permaculture 
Initiative; Maui Farmers Union United; Ho'omana Pono, LLC; Hawai'i 
Farm Bureau; Maui Coffee Association; 'Ai Pohaku; Sanctuary of Mana 
Ke'a Gardens; We Are One; Soul Role; The Spirit of Aloha Botanical 
Gardens; Nellie's Rentals; National Hemp Association; and one 
hundred one individuals. 

Your Committee finds that industrial hemp is well suited to 
Hawaii's climate and soil and can grow to over ten feet in a short 
period of time with little water and no pesticides. According to 
estimates by the Hemp Industries Association, retail sales of 
industrial hemp products grew to over $620,000,000 annually in 
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2014. Industrial hemp has over 25,000 uses, including food, 
fiber, and fuel products, and has high potential to contribute to 
the future viability of the State's agricultural industry. 

Your Committee has amended this measure by: 

(1) Requiring the Board of Agriculture to adopt rules 
concerning industrial hemp production no later than 
July 1, 2017, rather than November 1, 2016; and 

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the 
purposes of clarity and consistency. 

A s  affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Water, Land, and Agriculture that is attached to this 
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of 
S.B. No. 2659, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass 
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2659, 
S.D. 1, and be referred to your Committees on Judiciary and Labor 
and Ways and Means. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Water, Land, and 
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